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EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE CONVENTION - 2000

Landscape 
means an area, 

as perceived 
by people, 

whose 
character is the 

result of the 
action and 

interaction of 
natural and/or 
human factors

to recognise
landscapes in 

law as an 
essential 

component of 
people’s 

surroundings, 
an expression 
of the diversity 
of their shared 
cultural and 

natural 
heritage, and a 
foundation of 
their identity

landscape 
contributes to 
the formation 

of local 
cultures and 

that it is a 
basic 

component of 
the European 
natural and 

cultural 
heritage, 

contributing to 
human well-
being and 

consolidation 
of the 

European 
identity



Isabel Loupa Ramos - Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal

What is the “object” of Landscape 
identity?

• The people?

identity



Isabel Loupa Ramos - Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal

What is the “object” of Landscape 
identity?

• The landscape?

• The people?

identity

identity



Isabel Loupa Ramos - Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal

Identity of the people
 Why do people need identity?

 Personal 
characteristics

 Social characteristics

 Environmental 
characteristics

Who “We” 
are?

 How is it constructed?

 Motivational principles

 valuing “me” and “mine”, 

 seeking connectedness 

 Association to 

 socially valued 
things, people 
and PLACES 

(Smith & Mackie, 2007)
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Identity of the people
• Looking at scale…

People choose the scale that provides the most satisfaction. 

National

City-scale

Sub-area in
the

neighbourhoo
d 

Low identity at neighbourhood 
scale – increases identity at 
national scale

Bernardo, 2011

Low identity 
neighbourhood
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Can there be to much identity?

Identity

Territorial
Cohesion

Discrimination & social conflict, segregation
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Dimensions of identity

Continuity:
“a strong attachment to place is thought to 

foster a sense of well-being, coherence, and 
continuity among past, present and future 

selves”

Distinctiveness: 
“place attachment promote and sustain the 

group identity through the places shared and 
with common symbolism” 

Self-esteem:
“the place attachment make more strong our 

self-esteem and our self-confidence” 

Self-efficacy:
“the place attachment is connected to the 

human need of environmental control” 

4 dimensions

Breakwell, 1992, 
1996
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From the Psychological point of view

Aspects of Identity

"The dimensions of identity that integrate features and properties that define 
their identity and characterize the individual as unique“ Breakwell (1986, 1992, 
1993, 2001)

•elements that are perceptually salient (Brown, 2000)

•elements that facilitate the process of distinctiveness from 
other places (Turner, 1999)
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Identity of the landscape

 Genius loci - spirit of a 
place

 Phenomenological 
approach to 
architecture and 
landscape architecture

 Identity of the place – its 
character  
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Landscape identity 

Identity of the landscape and identity of people (place identity) are linked.
INTEGRATION OF PEOPLE’S IDENTITY IN LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 
USING PARTICIPATORY METHODS

1996 TWIGGER-ROSS & UZZEL



Isabel Loupa Ramos - Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal

Personal/individual

Cultural/collective

Spatial Existential

Characteristic 
features of the 

landscape 
(landmarks) that 

play a role in 
people’s 

perception

Characteristic 
features of the 

landscape 
(rooted in time) 

distinguishing 
landscapes and 

source of 
collective living 

Socio-cultural 
meanings linked 
with places, 
features or events 
in landscape, 
playing a role in 
the “We-feeling”

Associations, 
memories and 
symbolic 
meanings that 
are attached to 
places in the 
landscape that 
confirm “I-
feeling”

Stobbelaar & Pedroli, 2011
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What is landscape identity?  
A Transactional model
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Identity of the landscape
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What does build the identity of the (a) 
landscape?

Landscape character
a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape 
that makes one landscape different from another 
it is what makes each part of the landscape distinct, and gives each its 
particular sense of place” (Swanwick, 2002)

The character of a landscape expresses the holistic nature of the 
landscape

The character of landscape makes the uniqueness of different areas 
Unique entities with an own identity 
introduction of proper names to specific areas, referring to the 
characteristics and also related to the historical roots of the 
areas
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identity
sense of place
coherence
intactness
scenic
aesthetics

public
professional
interest groups

ELCAI project - Groom (2004)
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Haspengouw

Landscape of Bulskampveld

Paysage de Famenne

Polder land of the 
river Scheldt
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What is the Identity of Europe’s 
landscapes?

LANMAP3 - Sander Mucher – Alterra
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Graham Fairclough, Ingrid 
Sarlov Herlin & Carys
Swanwick (Eds) 2018 

Overview on Landscape 
Character Assessment  
approaches and methods

”... participative and 
shared landscape 
characterization is more 
preached than practiced 
... Predominantly expert-
led”.
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A layered landscape
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örzing, H., 2001. The Nature of Landscape. A Personal Quest. 010 Publishers, Rotterdam
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Whom to ask?
Sessions with local stakeholder 

4 parishes in Palmela

Poceirão

Qta do Anjo

Pinhal Novo

Palmela

3 groups of parishes in Almad

Charneca
Sobreda
C. da Caparica
Trafaria

Almada
Cacilhas
Laranjeiro
Pragal
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What to ask?

STRUCTURE OF SESSIONS 
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“If you were asked to take a picture 
of XXXX Municipality, to send 

someone abroad, WHERE or WHAT 
would you take the photo of?”

What to ask?

Why? Identity.
In the Alentejo Region 2011, N=385/872

typical
representative

authentic high quality

heritage value

childhood memories

emotional relationshipuniqu
e personal experience
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Almada
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Palmela
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contents of identity

“What makes XXXX Municipality, 
Unique, provides character and 

distinctiveness?”
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Infrastrcuture

Nature

Production

Food

Heritage

Community

Almada Palmela
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Multiple scales of identity
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MAPPING OUT IDENTITIES
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Types of identities

Spatially explicit

Tangible

Not Spatially explicit

Intangible

Wine

Vineyards

Nature
Palmela castle

Quality of the landscape views Traditional festivals

Geographic location and accessibility
Cheese production

Arrábida mountain

Forest

Historical heritage

Associative movement 

Caramela culture

Urban facilities

Caramela soup 

Wine harvest

Railway
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What to ask?
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LAND COVER 

SCALETerrainPatternExperience

Landscape mapping vs. mental 
maps
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Landscape mapping vs. mental maps

Direct GIS integration fails
‘Ideas’ are put on the map 
No geographic accuracy 

Content analysis
Categorization 
Mapping

More complex 
spatial analysis 
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Poceirão(2016)Palmela (2016)

4 focus group settings  &  39 participants
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Redefining boundaries . Merging units . Introducing  units. Naming landscape units
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valuing link to 
the estuary

isolating mixed 
urban-industrial 

uses

distinguishing 
agriculture 

patterns

merging forest 
covers
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Fagerholm, N. et al.  (2012)Loupa-Ramos et al. (2013) 

D

A

B

C
D

Participatory mapping Public surveys 
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https://maptionnaire.com/customer-stories

Novel tools to support participatory mapping
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Trends in research...

 CAPTURING AND INTEGRATING SUBJECTIVITY: engaging 
into participatory approaches
 Participatory mapping
 Public knowledge 

 ELIMINATING SUBJECTIVITY: Making the subjective 
objective using parametric approaches and indicators

 GIS and modelling
 Expert-based
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2016.05.044

Landscape character assessment with GIS using map-based indicators and 
photographs

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2016.05.044
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2016.05.044

Landscape character assessment with GIS using map-based indicators and 
photographs

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2016.05.044
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IS THERE AN ECONOMIC VALUE OF 
LANDSCAPE IDENTITY?

Landscape value

emotional 
connection 

experience of 
authenticity 
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Is there a tipping point of Landscape 
identity?

How much can a landscape 
change until bonds between 
people and place erode?

Is it about the velocity of 
change?

“Landscapes change, 
naturally” Antrop,2005

PLANNING & POLICIES 
FOR PEOPLE

Restructuring of people’s identities

Disruptive 
change

Slow
change
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Keeping identity – building ones
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Making the concept of Landscape identity 
operational in policy and planning 
practice

Isabel Loupa Ramos
Instituto Superior Técnico, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal
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